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domestic violence

Parker mayor, wife, plead guilty to harassment, promise to get help
Author: Ginny McKibben Denver Post Staff WriterDENVER POST

Article Text:

The mayor of Parker and his wife, who were ticketed when a family argument escalated into domestic
violence, presented a united front in Douglas County court yesterday and promised to get a counselor for their
family problems.

Greg Lopez, 29, and his wife, Lisa, 28, each pleaded guilty to a single charge of harassment against one another.

In exchange, the couple was given a two-year deferred judgement, special prosecutor Mark Pautler said.

As a condition of the agreement, the couple will seek marriage counseling, Pautler said.

Provided they meet the conditions of the agreement and stay out of trouble for two years, the case will be
dismissed.

If either violates the agreement, the offender could be sentenced to a maximum of a year in jail and a $750 fine,
Pautler said.

Pautler, a Jefferson County prosecutor, was appointed to the case because Lopez holds office in Douglas County.

Pautler said the plea bargain is a standard disposition of a first-time offense.

"We hope an early disposition of the case will prevent more serious domestic problems," Pautler said.

Charges against the pair stem from Aug. 6, 1993, when police were called to the Lopez home by Lisa Lopez,
then six months' pregnant, on a domestic disturbance.

The couple told police they had argued over the couple's sick child, then 2, sleeping in his parents' bed.

Lisa Lopez reportedly struck her husband on the head, and he responded by pushing her down, kicking and
striking her.
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He also grabbed her by the hair and tried to drag her, the report said. Lisa Lopez sustained minor injuries,
according to the report.

Police officers detected alcohol on Lopez's breath and concluded he was intoxicated.

Greg Lopez originally was charged with third-degree assault, a misdemeanor, and his wife was ticketed for
harassment.
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