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DISTRICT COURT, DENVER COUNTY, STATE 
OF COLORADO 
1427 Bannock Street 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Petitioners: David Laird, Dale Ruggles, Mandy 
Roberts and Bryon Roberts, Registered electors in the 
State of Colorado, 

v. 

Respondent: Jena Griswold, in her official capacity as 
Colorado Secretary of State. 

▲ COURT USE ONLY ▲

Attorney for Petitioners: 
Suzanne M. Taheri, No. 23411 
George Brauchler, No. 25910 
MAVEN LAW GROUP 
1600 Broadway, Suite 1600 
Denver, CO 80202 
Phone Number: (303) 263-0844 
Email: staheri@mavenlawgroup.com 

Case Number: 

Div.: Crtm.: 

VERIFIED PETITION PURSUANT C.R.S. § 1-1-113 

Petitioners, through undersigned counsel, submit this Petition under C.R.S. § 1-1-113 
against Secretary of State Jena Griswold (the “Secretary”). This petition challenges the 
Statement of Sufficiency erroneously issued by the Secretary to place 3rd Congressional District 
candidate Don Coram (“Coram”) on the ballot.  

Introduction 

Petitioners David Laird, Dale Ruggles, Mandy Roberts, and Bryon Roberts are registered 
voters from Colorado’s 3rd Congressional District who believe Don Coram ("Coram") failed to 
submit a sufficient number of valid signatures on the petitions Coram submitted to the Colorado 
Secretary of State on March 15, 2022.  
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Following a thorough review of the signatures Coram submitted, the Petitioners believe 
the Colorado of Secretary of State cured and/or accepted signatures that did not meet the legal 
threshold for acceptance and, as such, Don Coram should not be permitted to be listed as a 
candidate on the 2022 Colorado 3rd Congressional District Republican primary ballot.

Colorado provides different paths for a candidate in a partisan election to access the 
primary ballot. Candidates can p  vote 

, submit a sufficient number of valid petition signatures to access the ballot, or a 
combination of the two. Coram attended  county assemblies Coram did not attend the 3rd 

Congressional District Assembly, and Coram did not attend the Republican State Assembly. 

Instead of going through the party process, Coram chose to p access the ballot
through the submission of valid petition signatures. Coram did not personally oversee the entire 
petition process. Instead, he hired petition circulators from California, Wyoming, Florida, and 
Colorado to help collect signatures for him. In fact, Coram’s recent Federal Election Commission 
electronic filing reveals Coram paid at least $13,390 for people outside of his campaign to gather 
petition signatures for him. Ultimately, Coram’s petitions that he turned into the Secretary of 
State contained multiple errors and potential fraud.  

The Secretary allowed Coram to use the cure process to count 62 signatures that would 
otherwise have been rejected, including 56 signatures from one petition circulator from 
California. Without these cures, Coram would have only had 1501 valid signatures before the 
other challenges contained in this filing – just 1 signature above the state mandated 1,500 valid 
signature requirement. 

Despite the benefit of the Secretary’s decisions, Coram’s petitions are still replete with 
errors. There are dozens of examples of people filling out signature information for someone 
other than themselves in the same handwriting without the legally required statement of 
assistance. For example, one person filled out signature information for four different voters with 
the exact same handwriting. These clearly invalid lines were accepted by the Secretary. False 
circulator addresses appear to have been used several times, potentially to mask an out of state 
circulator claiming a Colorado address. There are numerous instances of the Secretary accepting 
invalid signatures of voters that changed party affiliation outside the 22-day affiliation 
requirement to sign a petition. There are more than three dozen examples of packets appearing to 
be broken up and signatures entered out of order. There are numerous additional discrepancies 
and issues with Coram’s petitions.  

Collectively there are 390 accepted signatures which should have been determined 
invalid by Secretary Griswold. 

The Petitioners respectfully ask this Court to review the violations, deem Coram’s 
petition insufficient, and issue an order requiring the Secretary to issue a statement of 
insufficiency. 
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Jurisdiction and Venue 

1. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to C.R.S. § 1-1-113 and § 1-4-909(1).

2. Venue is proper in the District Court for the City and County of Denver pursuant to section
C.R.C.P. 98(b)(2) and Colo. Const., Art. VI, §§ 1, 9(1). Respondent’s office is located in the
City and County of Denver.

Parties 

3. Petitioners, David Laird, Dale Ruggles, Mandy Roberts and Bryon Roberts are registered 
electors from Colorado's 3rd Congressional District.

4. Respondent Secretary of State Jena Griswold (the “Secretary”) is the Secretary of State for 
the State of Colorado and is responsible for issuing the Statement of Sufficiency for 3rd 

Congressional District candidate Don Coram on April 12, 2022.

General Allegations 

A. Legal Framework for Petition Challenge

A petition of a candidate for a member of the United States House of Representatives in
Colorado must be signed by one thousand five hundred valid signers in the district affiliated
with the political party of the candidate for office
See C.R.S. § 1-4-801.

Each petition must have attached to it a signed, notarized, and dated affidavit executed by the
person who circulated the petition section which must include the affiant’s name, address at
which the affiant resides and date of signature. C.R.S. § 1-4-905(2)(a).

The authority to perform a notarial act is described in C.R.S. § 24-21-504(2). The Section
specifies that:

A notarial officer shall not perform a notarial act with respect to a record in which the
officer has a disqualifying interest. For the purposes of this section, a notarial officer has a
disqualifying interest in a record if:

The officer or the officer's spouse, partner in a civil union, ancestor, descendent, or
sibling is a party to or is named in the record that is to be notarized; or

The officer or the officer's spouse or partner in a civil union may receive directly, and
as a proximate result of the notarization, any advantage, right, title, interest, cash, or
property exceeding in value the sum of any fee properly received in accordance with this
part 5.
A notarial act performed in violation of this section is voidable.
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8. For petitions to nominate candidates from a major political party in a partisan election, each
signer must be affiliated with the major political party for at least 22 days prior to signing.
See C.R.S. § 1-4-904(2)(a).

9. Unless physically unable, all electors must sign their own signature and print their name,
address, city or town, county, and date of signature. Any person, except a circulator, may
assist an elector who is physically unable to sign the petition and must sign and state that
assistance was given. C.R.S. § 1-4-904(3) and (4).

10. The Secretary is required to review all petition information and verify the information against
the voter’s registration, including comparing each signature on a candidate petition with the
signature of the eligible elector stored in the statewide voter registration system. C.R.S. § 1-
4-908.

11. A review of the validity of a candidate petition is permitted by C.R.S. § 1-4-409, if a petition
under C.R.S. § 1-1-113 is filed with the district court within five days after the election
official’s statement of sufficiency is issued.

12. As part of any court proceeding, the circulator is required to make himself or herself
available to testify if the § 1-1-113 petition alleges forgery of an elector’s signature, use of a
false circulator name or address, or payment to any person for the purpose of inducing the
person to sign the petition. C.R.S. § 1-4-905(4)(a).

Factual Allegations 

13. Coram seeks ballot access and to secure the Republican Party nomination for the United 
States House of Representatives for Colorado's 3rd Congressional District in the 2022 election.

14. Coram did not seek the nomination and ballot access at the 3rd Congressional District 
Assembly and, instead, seeks ballot access through a sufficient number of valid petition 
signatures.

15. Coram was required to collect 1,500 valid signatures of Republicans registered at least 22 
days before signing and turn in the completed petition to the Secretary by March 15, 2022.

16. Coram submitted the petition on March 15, 2022, and on April 12, 2022, the Secretary 
deemed the petition sufficient with 1,568 valid signatures. See Exhibits 1, 2 and 3.

17. Signatures of voters who were not registered Republicans for 22 days prior to signing are 
invalid. Petitioners challenge 8 such signatures. See Summary, Exhibit 4.

18. Signatures of voters who became registered Republicans after signing the petition are invalid. 
Petitioners challenge 3 such signatures.
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19. Any signature added to a section of a petition after the affidavit has been executed is invalid.
Petitioners challenge 5 such signatures.

20. Any sections notarized by a notary officer who also signed those sections are invalid.
Petitioners challenge 42 such signatures.

21. Any elector information that appears to be filled out by someone other than the elector or
altered by someone other than the elector without a statement of assistance is invalid.
Petitioners challenge 26 such signatures.

22. Circulators affirm to providing their true permanent address on the petition affidavit.  All
sections submitted with a false circulator address are invalid. Petitioners challenge 268 such
signatures collected from the following circulators who appear to have entered a false
address.

a. Circulator Trina Litz, affirmed her permanent address was 131 South 4th, Montrose, CO
81401.  However, her current voter registration address is 109 N Lot Ave, Montrose, CO,
81401. Petitioners challenge Sections 45, 46, 51, 52, 53, 54 60, 73, 89, 92, totaling 163
accepted signatures.

b. Circulator Liviya Bowman, affirmed her permanent address was 3012 Thomes Ave
Cheyenne, WY.  However, upon information and belief she is registered to vote at 2973
Kelley DR, Cheyenne, WY 82011. Petitioners challenge Section 29, totaling 27 accepted
signatures.

c. Circulator Roger Hruska, affirmed his permanent address was 206 N. Peach St. Fruita, CO
81521.  However, he is not listed as a registered voter at that address or any other address in
the state of Colorado. Upon information and belief, Hruska and his wife are both registered
to vote at 6016 Concordia Ave, New Port Richey, FL 34653. Petitioners challenge Sections
1, 2, 3, 26, 27, totaling 78 accepted signatures.

23. Petition packets must be kept intact and in the possession of the circulator who affirms to
have collected the signatures. Petitioners challenge 41 signatures that were entered out of
chronological order.

24. Electors must enter the correct date on the petition in order to validate that they are in fact
affiliated with the correct party and eligible to sign the petition. Petitioners challenge 2 such
signatures.

25. Electors must enter a legible and accurate signature on the petition in order to validate their
identity. Petitioners challenge 1 such signature.

26. The entry of any incorrect notary identity and location information invalidates a section.
Petitioners challenge 11 such signatures.
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CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

The allegations in Paragraphs 1-26 above are adopted by reference herein.

Coram failed to collect a sufficient number of valid signatures to place his name on
Republican primary ballot for the United States House of Representatives 

.

The Secretary improperly accepted 390 signatures. In doing so, the Secretary committed a
breach or neglect of duty or other wrongful act under C.R.S. 1-1-113.

WHEREFORE, Petitioners respectfully request that this Court find Respondent improperly
certified the petition, further deem the petition insufficient, issue an order requiring the
Secretary to issue a statement of insufficiency and order Don Coram not be certified to the

p p .

Respectfully submitted this 18th day of April, 2022. 

By: s/ Suzanne Taheri 
      s/ George Brauchler    
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STATE OF COLORADO

COLINTY OF

, of lawful age, being first duly sworn upon oath, alleges and+
states that I have read tJre above and foregoing \TERIFIED PETITION PURSUANT TO C.R.S.
1-1-113, and that the statements and averments made on my behalf are true and correct.

Subscribe and swom to before me this I < day of lotl ,2022.
My commission expires |rlc.t t- rnttt \at^ )CZ{ 4--=:--

CHARLES FORD AURAN
NOTARY PUBLIC STATE OF COLORADO

NOTARY tD 20214046665
MY CO tiltSStON EXPIRES NOV 30, 2025

Notary Public






