
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  Interested Parties   
 
FROM:  Chris Keating and Jake Martin / Keating Research 

Lori Weigel / New Bridge Strategy 
 
DATE:  February 12, 2023 
 
RE: Colorado voters strongly support reforming  the process for how candidates appear on 

the primary ballot  
 
 
The bipartisan research team of Keating Research (D) and New Bridge Strategy (R) recently conducted a 
statewide survey among likely 2024 voters in Colorado regarding potential reforms to the process for 
candidates to appear on the primary election balloti.  
 
Among its key findings, overwhelming majorities support a proposal to: 

• require every candidate to collect signature in order to appear on a primary ballot, and 
• to allow unaffiliated voters to sign such petitions.  

 
Support is evident throughout the state and cuts across the political spectrum.  Moreover, support for the 
proposal remains solid after a brief, neutral explanation and continues to hold after hearing both a pro- 
and con- statement regarding this reform.  
 
Specifically: 

 
• Nearly 7 in 10 voters (69% support; 14% oppose) support a proposal to change how candidates access 

the primary ballot in Colorado.  Survey respondents were asked whether they would support or 
oppose “a proposal to require every candidate for office in Colorado to collect signatures from 
registered voters in order to appear on a primary election ballot and allowing voters who are 
unaffiliated with a party to sign a candidate’s petition, just as Republicans and Democrats can already 
do.”  
 
Asked to weigh in on specific components of that proposal: 

• 7 in 10 voters (72% support; 15% oppose) support requiring every candidate for office in 
Colorado to collect signatures from registered voters in order to appear on a primary ballot. 

 
• And nearly 8 in 10 voters (79% support; 13% oppose) say they would support allowing voters 

who are unaffiliated with a political party to sign a candidate’s petition, just as Republicans 
and Democrats can do today.  

 
• We then provided voters with a brief, neutral explanation of the current system for accessing the 

ballot, as follows:   
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Candidates for Congress, Governor, and other state and federal offices have two ways to get their 
name on a primary election ballot: they can be selected by party officials and activists at precinct 
caucuses OR they can collect signatures from voters. Most candidates are currently placed on the 
ballot by party officials and activists at precinct caucuses. If this proposal is approved, candidates 
would no longer be selected by party officials and activists at precinct caucuses. 
 
After hearing this additional information, 7 in 10 voters (70%) Colorado voters indicate support for 
this change to how candidates can appear on the primary ballot:  
 

 
 

This proposal receives widespread support across key voter sub-groups, including: 
 

o 69% of men and 71% of women; 
o 76% of voters under the age of 35; 70% of 30- to 49-year-olds, 69% of 50- to 64-year-olds 

and 66% of voters age 65+; 
o 75% of unaffiliated voters, 67% of Democrats, and 65% of Republicans; 
o 71% of white voters and 67% of Latinos; 
o 74% of those in the Denver suburbs, 69% in Denver and Boulder counties, 66% in the 

remainder of the Front Range, and 70% in the rest of the state; and  
o More than two-thirds at every education and income level.  

  
• It is worth noting that more voters hold an unfavorable impression of precinct caucuses than hold 

a favorable impression. Just 27% hold a favorable impression (just 4% very favorable), while 34% hold 
an unfavorable impression (12% very unfavorable). This may be impacting their support for a change 
to how candidates access the ballot.  
 

• Two-thirds of Colorado voters (67%) side with a statement supportive of this change to how 
candidates can access the primary ballot and allowing unaffiliated voters to sign petitions - more 
than double the proportion (32%) who side with a statement critical of this change.  
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Voters across the partisan spectrum, in every region of the state and irrespective of their gender, age, 
ethnic background, education or income level overwhelmingly side with supporters of changing the 
way candidates access the primary ballot.  
 

• Support for these changes is grounded in Colorado voters’ strong desire to ensure that all voters – 
irrespective party affiliation and whether or not they are able to attend a caucus – can participate 
in selecting who runs for office, as well as opening up the political system to more types of 
candidates. The survey findings demonstrate how voters overwhelmingly agree with a number of 
rationales in support of this change, including:  
 
o More than 4 in 5 voters (85%) agree that “Our political process should be open and accessible to 

all voters – Democrats, Republicans, and voters who are not affiliated with a political party. This 
proposal will increase access to our elections by giving all voters a voice in who runs for office.”  
 

o The same overwhelming proportion agree that caucuses limit who can participate in selecting 
candidates. Again, 84% agree that “Precinct caucuses and party assemblies exclude too many 
people who can’t attend these meetings, including members of the military, the disabled, working 
people, and parents who don’t have childcare. Our process for candidates to appear on the ballot 
should be available for everyone to participate.”  
 

o Similarly, more than 4 in 5 voters want to open up the political system to ensure new people are 
encouraged to enter politics. 83% agree that “We need new ideas and new people in politics, not 
the same politicians chosen by party elites. By opening up the system to give more voters a voice 
in the process, we will get people in government to solve problems and get results.”  
 

In summary, there is solid support for a change to how candidates can access the ballot in Colorado 
for primary elections.  Voters’ support does not waver as they hear more about it, and they continue 
to side with the change after hearing both a pro-and con- statement. They also express 
overwhelming agreement with a number of rationales in support of this change.  

 
 

 
i Methodology:  The bipartisan research team of Keating Research and New Bridge Strategy, both Colorado-based opinion 
research firms, conducted a statistically valid survey among N=601 likely 2024 voters throughout the state of Colorado. 
Interviews were collected January 17-28, 2023. Interviews were conducted online via and online panel and were distributed 
proportionally throughout the state. Quotas were also set for key demographic sub-groups, such as gender, age and ethnicity.  
The margin of error is +4.0% for the overall sample. The margin of error will vary for sub-groups. Some totals will not sum to 
100% due to rounding.  
 


