
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

March 9, 2026 

Dear Senators: 

When an adult confines a child, denies them medical care, bars their access to education, and 

feeds them meals that contain dirt, worms and fingernails, the law rightly brands such person a 

criminal and strips them of custodial rights. How can it be, then, that when the United States 

government systematically inflicts these same outrages upon hundreds of children in its custody 

as a matter of official policy, the executive branch claims it is administering justice and 

enforcing acts of Congress?  

The attached letters were written from ICE detention by the five children of the El Gamal family, 

aged 5, 5, 9, 16 and 18. For nine months, they have been detained with their mother in the Dilley, 

Texas child detention camp. This marks the longest faced by any family at Dilley since 2025, 

when the Trump administration reopened the facility that the Obama administration built in 

2014.  

This tragic fact lends unique weight to their testimony. The El Gamal children’s letters establish 

(1) that the United States government is engaged in an effort to crush children’s spirits and spoil

their innocence and (2) that this is not the collateral consequence of indifference or lack of

oversight, but the intended result of official White House policy to punish this family.

A healthier future society will note with bitter irony that the same government that wages war for 

“democracy” and “human rights” is detaining children at camps under color of law and signing 

contracts that incentivize for-profit corporations like CoreCivic and Target Hospitality to profit 

from their suffering. Future historians and ethicists will analyze how it was that government 

lawyers defended this system, how the courts allowed the abuse to continue, and how both 

parties in Congress funded this system for years with taxpayer money. But at present, the El 

Gamal family remains detained, marking birthdays, New Year’s Day and Ramadan behind bars. 
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In less than four months, the United States will mark the bisesquicentennial anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence. On July 4, the same government jailing hundreds of children for 

crossing a border will attempt to present itself as the progeny of the revolutionaries who 

produced the document that proclaimed, for the first time, that the people are entitled to 

“unalienable rights” like the right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

Frederick Douglass directed his 1852 speech “What to a Slave is the Fourth of July” at a political 

system which cynically celebrated the revolution while justifying chattel slavery, and his words 

are appropriate today: 

“Had I the ability, and could I reach the nation's ear, I would, to day, pour out a fiery stream of 

biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is 

needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and 

the earthquake. The feeling of the nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must 

be roused; the propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be 

exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be proclaimed and denounced.” 

The El Gamal family has risked the only thing they have left—their family unity—to put these 

facts contained in these letters on the congressional record. The letters should startle the nation’s 

propriety and rouse its conscience. We urge the population to read them in full and to demand the 

El Gamal family’s release and the closure of Dilley. 

Submitted, 

Eric Lee 

Chris Godshall-Bennett 

Niels Frenzen 

Attorneys for the El Gamal family 
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