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Senate Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

March 9, 2026
Dear Senators:

When an adult confines a child, denies them medical care, bars their access to education, and
feeds them meals that contain dirt, worms and fingernails, the law rightly brands such person a
criminal and strips them of custodial rights. How can it be, then, that when the United States
government systematically inflicts these same outrages upon hundreds of children in its custody
as a matter of official policy, the executive branch claims it is administering justice and
enforcing acts of Congress?

The attached letters were written from ICE detention by the five children of the El Gamal family,
aged 5, 5,9, 16 and 18. For nine months, they have been detained with their mother in the Dilley,
Texas child detention camp. This marks the longest faced by any family at Dilley since 2025,
when the Trump administration reopened the facility that the Obama administration built in
2014.

This tragic fact lends unique weight to their testimony. The El Gamal children’s letters establish
(1) that the United States government is engaged in an effort to crush children’s spirits and spoil
their innocence and (2) that this is not the collateral consequence of indifference or lack of
oversight, but the intended result of official White House policy to punish this family.

A healthier future society will note with bitter irony that the same government that wages war for
“democracy” and “human rights” is detaining children at camps under color of law and signing
contracts that incentivize for-profit corporations like CoreCivic and Target Hospitality to profit
from their suffering. Future historians and ethicists will analyze how it was that government
lawyers defended this system, how the courts allowed the abuse to continue, and how both
parties in Congress funded this system for years with taxpayer money. But at present, the El
Gamal family remains detained, marking birthdays, New Year’s Day and Ramadan behind bars.
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In less than four months, the United States will mark the bisesquicentennial anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence. On July 4, the same government jailing hundreds of children for
crossing a border will attempt to present itself as the progeny of the revolutionaries who
produced the document that proclaimed, for the first time, that the people are entitled to
“unalienable rights” like the right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

Frederick Douglass directed his 1852 speech “What to a Slave is the Fourth of July” at a political
system which cynically celebrated the revolution while justifying chattel slavery, and his words
are appropriate today:

“Had I the ability, and could I reach the nation's ear, [ would, to day, pour out a fiery stream of
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is
needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and
the earthquake. The feeling of the nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must
be roused; the propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be
exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be proclaimed and denounced.”

The El Gamal family has risked the only thing they have left—their family unity—to put these
facts contained in these letters on the congressional record. The letters should startle the nation’s
propriety and rouse its conscience. We urge the population to read them in full and to demand the
El Gamal family’s release and the closure of Dilley.

Submitted,

Eric Lee

Chris Godshall-Bennett

Niels Frenzen

Attorneys for the El Gamal family
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The worst feeling on earth is to be oppressed and tormented while watching your children suffer
from endless injustice right before your eyes, all while being completely powerless against this
oppression . You are completely powerless because the people oppressing you have the authority and

are twisting this truth under the name of the law.

My name is Hayam Elgamal , ] am a mother who has been delained with my five children in
the Dilley Detention Center since June 3, 2025, My children were aged 4 to 17 at the beginning of our
detention; now they are 5 to 18. Unfortunately, we are still unjustly detained after more than nine
months, and I don’t know when this injustice will end. This injustice began on June | of last year, when
[ tried to call my husband, who had left for work the previous day, and was surprised to be answered by

my eldest daughter, who was caring for her siblings at home.

My daughter told me to come home urgently, because she found her father’s phone and wallet in
our house while he was supposedly at work. When [ arrived home, I was surrounded by police and FBI
cars coming from every direction. They told me that they had nothing against me, bul that [ needed to
go with them to the police station—a place I have never stepped foot in my entire life. When | asked
what was happening, they said it concerned my husband. Worried, 1 asked if he had died in a car
accident, since my husband used to say that he was always scared of driving after work because he
would be exhausted and might get into an accident. The officer, however, told me that he was alive and
Being held in the Boulder police station. They tald me I had to follow him to the station. I asked if my

16 year old son could come with me, and they agreed .

When we arrived at the police station, we were told to wait until the agents arrived, Worried and
confused, my son tried to look up any news from the Colorado area. It was then that we learned the

terrible truth and discovered the horror of what mys}jﬁsband had done.

I couldn’t believe what I was seeing on the news. I can’t describe how 1 felt in words. [ was
scrcaming and crying the whole time. I couldn’t believe that my very quiet, calm, and passive husband
could do this. It seemed impossible, but the impossible became reality for us. I couldn’t believe the
violence my husband used. Any use of violence is condemned by me, religiously and morally.
renounce and disagree with my husband’s horrific actions. T condemn anyone who uses violence for
any reasen; violence is never acceptable. My heart goes out to all of the victims. No one should ever

have to endure what they have endured.



[ couldn’t watch the videos. My brain couldn’t comprehend what my eyes were seeing. I broke
down in the police station and cried for several hours. He had just told me that he would go to work to

make sure we have this month’s rent, and that he would come back on Monday. He even promised to

buy candy for the kids when he returned.

I couldn’t stop crying during the four long hours of the FBI investigation. I didn’t understand
anything any longer. The FBI told me to pick up my kids and go to a hotel for the night while they
searched the house, I picked up my kids in their pajamas, thinking I would return and get more clothes
the next day, but little did I know that it was the last time we would see our house. I couldn’t sleep that

whole night, and I began to recall my entire story.

My story began 19 years ago, when I was 22, According to our religion and culture, I was
supposed to be married by that age. So | entered an arranged marriage with a man [ didn’t know. I
traveled with him to the country where I would later live for 17 years—17 years without ever breaking
the law or . After marriage, I discovered that my husband was a man of very few words. He never
shared his thoughts or feelings with me or his family. The things he wanted most were to be alone or to

go to work.

After discovering the truth about him and how he really was, I thought about asking for divorce,
but in our culture the wife is expected to become pregnant right after marriage or she would bring
shame to herself and her family. So, after a month of marriage, when I was seriously considering
divorce, I discovered I was already pregnant. I needed to raise my child in a normal family, with both a
mother and a father figure. I continued in this unhappy marriage for the sake of my child, hoping I
could change my husband or hélp him discuss his thoughts and feelings a little more. I thought I could
encourage him to be involved and be a part of his child’s life, but unfortunately I failed despite all my
efforts. The only reply I ever received from him was, “T am fine, don’t worry.” I kept trying to involve

him more in our lives, but with little success.

The struggle with my husband continued, however. I knew nothing about him. I wouldn’t know
when he was sick unless I accidentally found medicine he was taking, nor would I know about financial
problems unless I discovered bank cards while looking for my kids’ toys, revealing that he had taken

loans behind my back.



Therefore I focused all of my effort on raising my beautiful children. I made that my job and
responsibility. I taught my children to share their thoughts and feelings with me. I raised them to be
good people and taught them to help others. I emphasized three things: to always have a positive
impact wherever they go; to treat everyone with kindness and never judge people based on religion,
race, or ethnicity; and to work hard and be the best at what they do. I succeeded. I raised five amazing

kids who love and are loved by everyone around them.

Coming to the United States was a decision made solely by my husband despite my
disagreement. Before our visitor visa finished he applied for asylum under personal circumstances. we
remained in the country legally while our asylum application was pending, and we handed over our

Social Security numbers, work permits, and driver’s licenses.

Since arriving in the United States, my husband has had one responsibility which was to work
and support the family financially. I have taken on all other responsibilities, from raising and caring for
my kids to driving them to and from school, cooking, cleaning, and studying with them. Anything they
needed was my job. He was the only source of income for seven people so he began working in Denver
which is an hour and a half a way from home; he slept in his car to save money and returned home only
one or two days a weék, staying briefly to sleep and change clothes. During those days my kids and I
tried to talk to him about how we were doing and how he was doing. He always answered, “I am fine”.
This has been our reality for the past three years, he supports the family financially, and I support my

kids as they adjust to their new life.

It was hard for my children to adapt to the different culture and circumstances, especially
because they didn’t know any English and had no friends to help them. Nevertheless, we overcame our
challenges and built beautiful relationships with everyone around us. All of my kids adapted and
overcame their difficulties; they were loved by everyone they met, especially their teachers and

classmates.

We tried to leave a positive impact on our community. my older children and [ even volunteered

to teach other immigrants English, and we participated in food drives.

My daughter finally graduated on May 2. After three years of hard work she graduated with
honors and was chosen as one of the “Best and Brightest” students in the state, and took a picture with

the mayor.

['was also applying for my EB 2 case, as I hold many certificates as a Network Engineering and

was about to submit evidence for my petition to have a Green Card . Everything was going well.



What I didn’t know was that, only two days later, my life would fall apart. On the morning of
June 3, federal officers came to our hotel room, claiming we were not safe there and needed to be
moved. We found ourselves in a cold cell, surrounded by a dozen officers. The agents then identified
themselves, showed their badges, and seized all of our property. They told us they were ICE officers

and that we would be transferred to a detention facility.

We had many questions, but the agents ignored everything we said. While we were waiting in
the cell, I saw something that still haunts me and my kids will never forget. Four huge men grabbed a
thin, skinny man, roughed him up, and threw him to the ground because he refused to give his
fingerprints. The blows left him unable to walk properly, and they forced him to comply anyway. My
children screamed in terror as they watched the assault, fearing the same thing might happen to us.
When the officers called my name, I broke down in tears and, terrified of what might be done to me,

complied with every demand they made.

After eight painfully long hours in that cell, we were moved again. This time we were taken to
the airport, escorted by more than five people. I will never forget the moment we arrived. 1 had to wake
my younger children from sleep because they were exhausted from moving all day, and it was 2 a.m.

My kids were terrified by the sight of the gates.

Inside, more than a dozen officers told us to take showers and hand over all of our
clothes. Confused, we obeyed as they gave us sirange garments. I will never forget the look of fear and
helplessness on my kids’ faces.Until then we had no idea what was happening. We were afraid,

nervous, and uncertain about what would come next,

When we reached our room, we were shocked. The room had two huge windows overlooking
the hallway, so anyone passing by could see us. My nine year old daughter then asked if we were in

prison. I said no; we hadn’t done anything wrong. She began to cry and told me she was scared.

We tried to turn off the lights, but when we attempted to do so and go to sleep, an officer
entered the room and turned the light back on. She said we were never allowed to turn the lights off.
We asked if there was anywhere we could be covered, since my daughter and I could not be seen by the
men passing by. She replied that she couldn’t help us; they needed to watch us at all times. [ wondered
how we could survive in a place that does not respect privacy or religious rights. Our first night there
was miserable. It wasn’t enough that we had to keep our hijab on all day. Even at night we tried to close
the curtains slightly so we could breathe and sleep normally, but the officer entered and aggressively
pulled the curtains back.



A man walked into my room while I was sleeping, even though I had explained that I could not
be seen by men. Moreover, they gave my daughter sweaters in the very hot Texas summer. My
daughter needs to cover her body, and I have repeatedly asked supervisors for lightweight clothing, but
they did not care; consequently my daughter wore sweaters throughout the summer. The mistreatment

continued throughout our stay.

[ tried to mail my car keys to a friend so he could pick up the car from the hotel parking lot
where the federal agents had left it. I was told to go to a supervisor who was supposed to help. When [
explained the urgency—my car would be towed if my friend could not move it—the supervisor said,
“Be patient. You need to learn how to be patient here.” I reiterated the importance of the issue, but she
looked at me disgustedly and said, “I don’t think you understand where you are. Someone needs to pay
the consequences.” [ responded that I hadn’t done anything wrong and began to cry, That moment

made me realize the true reality of where I was and how people here treat others.

Even obtaining food was a struggle .When we went to the cafeteria, we repeatedly explained
that we are Muslim and need halal food. All we were told was, “This is all we have, ma’am.” I ate food
contrary to my religion for months until, after many complaints, halal food was finally provided. Even
now the foéd is repetitive and processed; it is unhealthy for any growing child. My child skips many
meals throughout the day and eats only the food I purchase from the commissary, which is also of poor
quality. The commissary sells cheap, off brand snacks at higher prices. The only affordable, edible item
is cup noodles, which many people rely on because they cannot tolerate the same greasy, low quality

food over and over. There is nothing fresh or healthy for kids. My son dreams of eating a banana,

The food provided is the same low quality food we have been eating for nine months . We

desperately want normal, human food.

Medical treatment is probably the biggest issue in this place. The medical department is
underdeveloped and very basic; it does not meet any of the health needs people have. The medical
administrator and most providers are among the meanest, unkindest, and rudest people you could ever
meet. They keep you in a loop, doing nothing except prescribing ibuprofen for everything. You can
wait over two hours just to see a nurse who gives you only ibuprofen and tells you to stop complaining

and endure the pain.



My son suffered from appendicitis. He was crying and screaming in pain, yet the nurse looked
at him coldly and said, “I can’t help you now; come back in three days if the pain persists.” I begged
for help, but she sent us to the waiting area. No one cared about my son’s condition until he was on his

hands and knees, vomiting in the waiting room and screaming from the pain.

For the past two months [ have had spot appearing on my face and body. The doctor believed it
might be stress related and he gave me a temporary treatment to use until I could be referred to a
dermatologist, but the treatment was delayed by two weeks because it was unavailable. Despite this, the
medical department falsified my records, stating that I refused treatment—even though the medication
was never approved and never arrived at the center. I have written documentation of all of this,
including the physician’s note from February 2 confirming that the treatment was not in stock. Yet on
that same day they recorded in my medical reports that I refused to continue my treatment .Two months
ago he referred me to an off site dermatologist, and since then nothing has happened. I have repeatedly
requested a referral and reported the spread of my illness, but to no avail. 1 am still suffering and

waiting.

My doctor referral and appointment under their mercy but they don't have mercy. If the Medical
administrator was sick her self she would have made sure to get a near appointment urgently . But for

me she reserve me appointment after 5 months. Although she knew my sickness is increasing so fast.

Also I have a weird bump under my rib cage. When I had it checked, 1 was given ibuprofen.
Later, after my pain increased, I asked to sec a provider again. I explained that my family has a history
of cancer and that I need to know what this bump is and why it hurts, so I can intervene before it
worsens. The provider ordered an X ray, although another provider told me X rays would not show
anything. It turned out not to be a bone; the doctor said I needed a CT scan and promised to refer me.
Two days later, when I checked on the referral, another provider told me the referral had not been made
and prescribed even stronger painkillers. I explained that the doctor had written a referral, but the nurse
said otherwise. I asked to speak with the doctor and was denied. I feel helpless and frustrated, taking

steroids for my pain without knowing what is truly wrong with my body.



My five year old daughter has thirteen cavities. She was scheduled for surgery to treat the
cavities before our detention, and the dentist knew about them since November 13 of last vear, yet he
took no steps to treat her. No one cared until [ brought her in myself. Afterwards she began
experiencing pain in multiple teeth because the cavities were worsening. The dentist only prescribed
ibuprofen. T told him I was scared the cavities would require root canals if left untreated, but he said he
would try to treat them at the facility, even though the facility has no means to treat children’s dental
pain. After failing to treat her, he referred her to an orthodontist, but the medical department pressured
him, saying she did not need a referral and could be treated there. How can they expect a five year old
child to endure that pain? Even external dentists told me it was impossible, which is why my daughter
was scheduled to have all her cavities treated together under anesthesia. To this day my daughter stil]

has thirteen worsening cavities, and no one has taken responsibility to treat them.

My doctor referral and appointment under their mercy but they don't have merey. If the Medical
administrator was sick her self she would have made sure to get a near appointment urgently . But for

me she reserve me appointment after 5 months. Although she knew my sickness is increasing so fast.

I was told to file a grievance if I ever had any issues, believing someone would
investigate. Unfortunately, I was wrong. Everyone who works here covers up and lies for each other.
Every grievance [ have submitted has been returned with the status “Unfounded.” They simply make
issue doesn’t exist, and they claim this place is great; then they close the grievance. Their facility did a
really good job picking its people. The staff here are almost as hostile as the place itself. Nearly 50 % of
the officers don’t care about anyone; about 40 % of them even actively work to make our lives more
miserable. They eat lollipops and pizza in front of the kids and don’t care about the tears and looks on

the children’s faces as they watch.

I once went to the medical office with my children, and the officer at the desk was eating a
banana in front of my son. He cried so much and told me he wanted a banana too, but all the officers,
instead of apologizing and offering one, said they were busy. I tried so hard that day to hide, and I have
never felt so helpless in my life. I survive in this terrible place; you might be able to stay for 20 days, or
maybe a month, but after that it becomes impossible. This place isn’t prepared for longer stays. It
doesn’t have a school for the children. My kids haven’t gone to school for months and have missed

their entire school year. They will have to repeat the year.



DHS and ICE don’t care about the children’s welfare and development. They lie and say there is
a school here. I decided to try it, and it was even worse than I expected. My nine-year-old daughter was
learning the names of fruits for science; she is in fourth grade. When I asked the teacher about her
level, she told me this was a program, not a school. I even suggested that she print some worksheets for
my daughter’s level so I could work on them together, but she refused, I told her my kids would fall
behind in their mental growth compared with other children but she don't care. This place has destroyed

my children, both physically and mentally.

My five-year-old son, who was potty-trained and had never wet himself since he was three, has
started wetting himself at night for the first time in months. His twin sister wakes up almost three times
a night, screaming and crying because she keeps having the same nightmare—she feels she is being

chased by something but can’t escape because of the fence and the locked gates.

My 9-year-old daughter, the one who was bright and amazing, the one who loved math and
school and was loved by everyone, now says, “I hate my life.” She asks me,“What did I do to have to
stay here? Why can’t we leave like all my friends did?” Everyone left except us; they are all so lucky. I
feel heart-broken when I look at her. Of all my kids, this place has had the worst effect on her. Lately
she has even wet herself at night she wakes up crying—which literally shatters me. All the stress and
depression I've been living with are affecting my physical and mental health.

Furthermore, my eldest daughter was separated from me after she spoke to some media outlets
about this place. They took her away from me and placed her in a separate section. This is the first time
we have ever been separated. I couldn’t help my daughter as they removed her; she looked at me for
help. I cried and told her I was sorry—sorry for not being able to protect her. That feeling of
powerlessness is the worst feeling ever. They promised I would see her every day, but the next day they
told me I would only see her one day per week . When I asked the same person who had promised daily
visits, she claimed she never said that and called it a “miscommunication.” You can’t trust anyone here;
they lie and change what they say moments after talking to you. I had to beg everyone here and ask my
lawyer to intervene just to see my daughter an hour a day.

While fighting all of these battles alone and trying to survive this place, I was also fighting the
biggest fight of all: the fight to get out. The fight against the oppression and injustice caused by DHS
and ICE, who choose to let us suffer in detention. My EB-2 case was rejected for no reason—just
because of my relationship to my husband—even though I was very close to receiving a green card. |
still remember the first day our lawyer told us we would be applying for bond; that was back in June of

last year. Nine months later I'm still hearing the same terms, without any resolution.



DHS has decided to unjustly detain us indefinitely without evidence, and ICE follows suit.
Their strategy is to keep people in detention as long as possible so they eventually voluntarily depart,

Our battle with them is far more complicated.

From June until September 12, we tried to collect evidence of our innocence and lack of
knowledge about my husband’s actions. We obtained a special FBI agent’s statement confirming we
had no idea and weren’t involved in his plans. We secured an amazing sponsor willing to help us, and a
supportive community ready to welcome us upon release—but it wasn’t enough for DHS. They insisted
we couldn’t be released. After the judge reviewed the evidence, he ruled in our favor and granted bond.

We were ecstatic; we thought it was the end after three long months of waiting.

Little did we know that, The DHS will twist the truth in the name of the law, which mean that
we have no chance of winning. DHS appealed the decision and issued an automatic stay on the judge’s
order, preventing our release for months. We then had to go to federal court to fight the stay and wait
even longer. After months, we won in federal court and were set to be released by December 12.
However, DHS issued a discretionary stay, meaning indefinite detention. Every brief moment of hope
was taken away. They act under the name of the law yet unfairly detain a 5-year-old for more than nine
months. Our injustice continued at the asylum hearing. Our lawyer withdrew a week before the final
hearing due to health issues. She notified the court and arranged a law clinic to help us two weeks after
the hearing date, We attended the hearing alone and asked the judge for two weeks to obtain new
counsel. She refused and forced us to represent ourselves. I pleaded, “I know nothing about
immigration ot the courts; I need an attorney.” I made it clear I was not waiving my right to counsel,
but she ignored me and proceeded. DHS refused voluntary departure and invoked a terrorism bar
against us. The judge pushed us through the hearing despite our requests. She read our asylum
applications, then denied the case because some sub-questions were unanswered, claiming we

“abandoned” our applications. Consequently, we were deported back to Egypt.

This pattern isn’t unique. Almost every family detained here receives a negative outcome.
Some families were rejected in USCIS interviews, and when they appeared before a judge, the judges

didn’t even listen to their testimony or concerns about interpreters—they simply trusted the interpreters
and USCIS staff.



After several months, the BIA issued its decision on the DHS appeal (December 15). It
remanded the bond hearing, and during that hearing DHS delayed the process until January 21 by
requesting three additional hearing dates and asking irrelevant questions. She again insisted we fell
under the terrorism bar and were a flight risk despite our community’s press conference two days
before the hearing, where American citizens publicly supported our release. DHS argued we were a
flight risk because of a pending deportation order we were appealing, even though DHS and ICE have
released more than 10 families I personally know, all under appeal. Yet the judge sided with DHS and

issued an unfair decision. Now we remain stuck in detention with no end in sight.

We were devastated. My 16-year-old son began crying—a rarity for him. He is depressed and
stays locked in his room since all his friends were released. My 9-year-old daughter now wets her bed
frequently and constantly says, “I hate my life.” My eldest daughter struggles alone, separated from me
and her siblings during the most difficult time of her life especially in Ramadan month which we have
to be more closer to God and become more attached to our faithmy daughter not with us. She was
betrayed by her father and then tomn from her family. My younger children refuse to eat, cry at night,

and miss school, friends, and their older sister away. I don’t know what to tell them.

Meanwhile, I am heart-broken and devastated by the injustice inflicted on my children, and my
own mental and physical health is rapidly deteriorating. My body is screaming for relief, but no one

seems to care.

On February 19, the DHS attorney who opposed us visited the facility. I coincidentally ran into
her and begged her to stop detaining us unfairly. I.explained my situation, showed her my kids, and
said [ understood she was “doing her job,” but asked for proof that we knew about my husband’s plans
or that we were a flight risk. She was speechless. I asked why DHS didn’t investigate with us as the
FBI did if they wanted the truth. She said nothing. I told her she was destroying our lives, yet I still
have faith in the justice system and believe the truth will prevail—but when? I am exhausted, and so
are my kids. [ begged her to stop this oppression and injustice for our health and well-being. Yet here

we are, still suffering.
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What I am sharing is my personal experience—still ongoing and still oppressive. My goal is to
shed light on the real injustice taking place under the name of the law, which many people don’t know
about. This experience has changed us profoundly. My eldest son and my 5-year-old daughter now
want to become lawyers, while my 5-year-old son wants to become a judge so he can release us and all
his friends. Knowing the darkness and truth of this place, they want to help others avoid what we are
enduring, We kindly ask you to ensure justice is served and that we are treated as free, innocent human

beings.

Please, T urge you to grant us our freedom . [ urge you to release all children and families who

have done nothing wrong. 1 suggest that an investigations into Core Civic should be conducted.

They should be held to regular check-ins like unannounced inspections or requiring a medical

reports signed by each resident, this way the truth is revealed and no one is detained has to suffer .

Hayam Elgamal ya:ﬂmﬂ E {ﬂa/l"’lﬂ_[

03/08/2026
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